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mystery or revelation ; and though our friends are out of place and power, yet we may have so nmch confidence in the present ministry, to be secure, that those 'who suffer so many free speeches against their sovereign and themselves, to pass unpunished, will never resent our expressing the freest thoughts against their religion; hit think with Tiberius, that if there be a God, he is able enough to revenge any injuries done to himself, without expecting the civil power to interposed
By these reflections I was brought to think, that the most ingenious author of the Discourse upon Freethinking, in a letter to Somebody, Esq.; although he hath used less reserve than any of his predecessors^ might yet have been more free and open. I considered, that several well-witters to infidelity, might be discouraged by a show of logic, and a multiplicity^ of quotations, scattered through his book, which to understandings of that size, might carry an appearance of something like book-learning, and consequently fright them from reading for their improvement; I could see no reason why these great discoveries should be hid from our youth of quality, who frequent Whites and Tom's; why they should not be adapted to the capacities of the Kit-Cat and Hanover Clubs,2 who might then be able to read lectures on them to their several toasts: and it will be allowed on all hands, that nothing can sooner help to restore our abdicated cause, than a firm universal belief of the principles laid down by this sublime author.
For I am sensible that nothing would more contribute to " the continuance of the war" and the restoration of the late ministry, than to have the doctrines delivered in this treatise well infused into the people. I have therefore compiled them into the following Abstract, wherein I have adhered to the very words of our aicthor, only adding some few explanations of my own, where the tei'ms happen to be too learned, and consequently a little beyond the comprehension of those for whom the work was principally intended, I mean the nobility and gentry of our
1  Swift was evidently very fond of this reference, since he uses it several times in his writings.    [T. S. ]
2  These were chocolate houses of the time, supported mainly by the aristocracy and the gamblers.    White's is still in existence, and has had the honour of having had a special history written about it   Tom's was in Russell Street, and so-called after its landlord, Tom West.    The Kit-Cat Club was the resort of the Whig wits of the day, and the Hanover Club of those who favoured the Hanover succession.    [T. S.]